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KIMBERLEY SUICIDE PREVENTION ROUND TABLE 
Statement by Deputy Premier 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Premier) [12.02 pm]: I rise to inform members of the house that on 
13 March, I attended the Kimberley suicide prevention round table in Broome. The round table is the community 
engagement aspect of the Kimberley suicide prevention trial. It has 40 members from both government and community 
and is chaired by the federal Minister for Indigenous Health, Hon Ken Wyatt, MP. This was the first working 
group meeting following the release of the State Coroner’s report, “Inquest into the deaths of: Thirteen Children 
and Young Persons in the Kimberley Region, Western Australia”. It was attended by Senator Patrick Dodson and 
Ms Josie Farrer, MLA, member for the Kimberley. To sit alongside three eminently respected Aboriginal leaders 
to discuss such an important issue was a privilege. 
Aboriginal children and young people continue to take their own lives at an unfathomable rate. I extend my deepest 
sympathies to those families and communities affected. I commend the State Coroner, Ms Ros Fogliani, for the 
dedication she has shown in her assessment of this complex and highly emotional issue. The coroner has made 
42 recommendations for how we can move forward in addressing youth suicide in the Kimberley. The findings 
cover a range of issues and risk factors, including the harmful effects of alcohol, the need for improved resources, 
and better coordination and culturally appropriate services. They add to the recommendations of the 2016 parliamentary 
report into Aboriginal youth suicide, “Learnings from the Message Stick: The Report of the Inquiry into Aboriginal 
Youth Suicide in Remote Areas”. They affirm what Aboriginal people continue to tell us: Aboriginal youth suicide 
is not solely a mental health issue; it is an outcome of complex, interrelated factors arising from intergenerational 
trauma. Although improving clinical services remains essential, our approach must go deeper. We must draw on 
the expertise, leadership and capabilities of Aboriginal people, communities and organisations. Our efforts must 
focus on emphasising the vital role of culture in building resilience as well as having the capability and resources 
to respond to those most in need. Later this year, the government will publish its preliminary response to the 
coroner’s report along with its first response to the message stick report. 
In closing, the end result must be a comprehensive response, informed by community, designed by community 
and driven by community. As a government united on the importance of this issue, we stand ready to support these 
efforts for current and future generations. 
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